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Letter to the members of the Security Council

The removal of the international umbrella of the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon (UNIFIL) from southern Lebanon cannot be approached outside the legal
and historical reasons that required the establishment of this force in the first place,
nor from the current international context that dictates the necessity of its presence.
Renewing UNIFIL's mandate and strengthening its ability to carry out its tasks today
does not represent the making of a new reality, but rather a return to the logic of
international legitimacy that the UN Security Council has enshrined since 1978.

UNIFIL was established by Resolutions 425 and 426 of 1978, following the Israeli
invasion of Lebanon in March 1978. At that time, the international community faced
the reality of a violation of the sovereignty of a UN member state, resulting in a direct
threat to regional peace and security. Accordingly, the Security Council defined three
core objectives for UNIFIL's mission: to confirm the withdrawal of Israeli forces, to
restore international peace and security, and to assist the Government of Lebanon in
ensuring the return of its effective authority in the area.

UNIFIL’s mandate and tasks were subsequently strengthened by a number of relevant
Security Council resolutions, notably Resolution 1701, as well as other subsequent
resolutions that affirmed its continued role and the importance of its presence in
maintaining stability, peace and security in southern Lebanon.

These objectives have not lost their relevance; on the contrary, they have become
even more urgent under the current circumstances. The continued attacks, although
sporadically, and the absence of a genuine ceasefire reproduce the very dangers that
led to the establishment of this UN force more than four decades ago. Therefore,
ending UNIFIL's mission under these conditions does not constitute the
implementation of a completed transitional phase, but rather a withdrawal from an
international responsibility whose objectives have not yet been fulfilled .

In this context, the position expressed by representatives of several countries
participating in this force, on more than one occasion, acquires particular legal and
political significance. They explicitly called for a reconsideration of ending UNIFIL's
mandate, emphasizing that the situation in Lebanon remains worrying, and that what
is described as a ceasefire is merely a reduction in the intensity of aggressions. This
characterization aligns with a precise legal understanding of the concept of a ceasefire
and reinforces the argument that the objective conditions for ending UNIFIL's mandate
have not yet materialized.



The call by these countries, along with several other Security Council members, aligns
with the principle of prevention, one of the pillars of the Council's work. Maintaining
peacekeeping forces in a tense environment is a crucial tool for preventing escalation,
particularly in areas characterized by delicate balances and a high potential for military
conflict. Therefore, renewing UNIFIL's mandate and strengthening its capacity to fulfill
its tasks represents a rational and responsible response to a fragile situation on the
ground, rather than leaving it vulnerable to unforeseen developments.

It cannot be overlooked that withdrawing this force, given the failure to achieve the
objectives for which it was established, could be interpreted as a retreat from the
commitments made by the Security Council, negatively impacting the credibility of the
entire international system. The rules established in 1978 were not temporary; rather,
they were intended to create a fundamental mechanism for managing the conflict until
full stability was achieved, which has not yet been realized. The failure to achieve the
desired objectives of this UN force, despite nearly half a century since its
establishment, does not justify ending its mission. Instead, it necessitates a review of
granting UNIFIL additional powers to enable it to fulfill the tasks assigned to it by the
Security Council.

Linking the reasons for UNIFIL's establishment in 1978 with the current situation leads
to a clear conclusion: ending UNIFIL's mandate at this stage lacks any factual or legal
justification, while the call to renew its mandate and to strengthen its capacity to carry
out its tasks, as expressed by the participating countries, is consistent with the
principles of international law and the collective responsibility for maintaining
international peace and security. Therefore, maintaining UNIFIL's presence in
southern Lebanon is not merely a political option, but a legal imperative dictated by
the continued relevance of the reasons that necessitated its existence since its
inception.

The undersigned members of Lebanese Parliament

Nabih Berri- Elias Bou Saab- Ibrahim Kanaan- Ibrahim Mneimneh- Ahmad Al-Khair-
Ahmad Rostom- Edgar Traboulsi- Adib Abdel Massih- Osama Saad- Assaad
Dergham- Ashraf Rifi- Ashraf Baydoun- Hagop Pakradounian- Alain Aoun- Elias
Jrade- Elias Hankach- lhab Matar- Ayoub Hmayyed- Bilal Houshaymi- Bilal Abdallah-
Paula Yacoubian- Taymour Joumblatt- Gebran Bassil- Jamil ElI Sayyed- Jamil
Abboud- Jihad Al Samad- Georges Atallah- Jimmy Jabbour- Hassan Murad- Halima
Kaakour- Haidar Nasser- Samer El Toum- Sami Jamil- Sajih Attieh- Selim Sayegh-
Salim Aoun- Cesar Abi Khalil- Simon Abi Ramia- Cynthia Zarazir- Charbel Maroun-



Charbel Massaad- Taha Naji- Tony Frangieh- Abdul Rahman Bizri- Abdel Karim
Kabbara- Adnan Trabulsi- Ali Hassan Khalil- Ali Khreis- Ali Assiran- Imad Al Hout-
Inaya Ezzeddine- Ghazi Zeaiter- Ghassan Atallah- Fadi Allameh- Firas Hamdan- Farid
Boustany- Farid El Khazen- Faisal Sayegh- Faisal Karami- Qassem Hashem- Qabalan
Qabalan- Mark Daou- Mohammad Khawaja- Mohammad Sleiman- Mohammad
Yahya- Melhem Khalaf- Melhem Touk- Michel Doueihi- Michel El Murr- Michel Daher-
Michel Moussa- Nasser Jaber- Nabil Bader- Najat Aoun Saliba- Nada Boustani- Nadim
Gemayel- Neemat Frem- Nicolas Sehnaoui- Hadi Abou El Hassan- Hagop Terzian-
Hani Qbeissi- Wael Abou Faour- Waddah Sadek- Walid Baarini- Yassin Yassin



